Radio Review on “A Christmas Carol Story”

Christmas tradition and Victorian literature co-mingle in “A Christmas Carol Story,” a stage adaptation of Dicken’s classic tale featuring the miserly gent, Ebenezer Scrooge.  While the story remains pretty much the same, the play is filled with unexpected songs and colorful theatrics making this production quite unique.  

Set in the winter of 1843 England, the play opens with singing and dancing, which arouses the Christmas spirit at the outset.  One interesting aspect of this version is that Tiny Tim, now an adult, narrates the story.  Many of the roles are interchanged between the actors, which makes for an interesting showcase of talent.  For instance, the child actor who plays Tiny Tim also plays a young school girl in another scene.  Tiny Tim’s high pitch voice is awkward at first, but it then helps to portray a character that is uncanny as well as cute.  There are many unexpected duets throughout the play, and at times actors mingle with the audience.  During one scene, Scrooge asks several audience members if they owe him money as he works his way to the stage to collect debt from the other characters.  Another interesting addition is how literary characters from Scrooge’s childhood imagination are brought to life on the stage.  The ghost of Christmas Present is the funniest I’ve seen yet, complete with a glittery face and a belly that makes Santa Claus look like he’s been on the Atkin’s diet.  And, of course, there’s the theme of poverty and child labor pervasive in the Victorian era that English lit aficionados like myself pick up on throughout the play.  Many of the songs are sung beautifully, and the child and adult actors don’t miss a beat.


Overall, the play is entertaining and puts you in the mood for the holiday season.  It is very kid-friendly, but also offers entertainment for audiences of all ages.  Only one warning:  the artificial fog machine is a little scary at times.

“A Christmas Carol Story” is playing at the Sierra Madre Playhouse in Sierra Madre thru December 22nd.  For reservations please call: 626-256-3809 or visit www.sierramadreplayhouse.org.  For Center Stage, this is Jenell Rae.

