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Mary Martin and Julie Andrews would be proud of Director Alison Kalmus’ absolutely superb new production of Rogers and Hammerstein's perennial favorite "Sound of Music." 

This is no revival of a musical warhorse. Everything about it is fresh and new and it blows through the theater like a Great White Way champion. 

All of the roles have been meticulously cast and their voices are show-stoppers. You sense this immediately when Elyse Cook as the Mother Abbess brings her glorious contralto to the sacred nun hymn. 

Julia Emelin's Frau Schmidt's perfect soprano is effortlessly revealed. And, finally Ashley Draper's Maria totally living her role without an ounce of artificiality, convinces you that here is a brand-new version of a beloved masterpiece.

All of the children are perfect and their costumes are endlessly charming. Andy Scott and Amanda Bailey are lovely as the 16-going-on-17 lovers and not to be overlooked is the frightening thunderstorm unleashed by sound technician Barry Schwam.

Even with no pit orchestra, this "Sound of Music" stands alone as an exemplar of what can be done with a small budget and stellar talent.

What a Christmas present for Sierra Madre, and for that matter, all of us. Take note: Pasadena Playhouse.

The play runs through Dec. 23. For reservations call (626) 256-3809. 
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