	Much Ado About...Shakespeare

By Sevan Gatsby
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The SCLT Troubadours provided incidental music throughout the play, "Much Ado About Nothing". From left, Elyse Cook, Bryan Hale, Megan Sanborne, David McGee, Mary House, Tristan Wilhelm, Melody Schoenfeld and Chris Loop.

Last Friday was a wonderful night for romance at Two Strike Park. Hosted by the Crescenta Valley Arts Council, La Crescenta’s second annual Shakespeare in the Park event, in association with Southern California Lyric Theater (SCLT), brought to life the Bard’s romantic comedy, “Much Ado About Nothing.”

Under the artistic direction of Alison Eliel Kalmus, founder of SCLT, this adaptation was set in 1936 rural Italy, complete with zoot suits and backless evening gowns which put the play in a timeframe more familiar to the audience. The show opened with a catchy musical piece by the Troubadours, SCLT’s in-house vocal octet of performance professionals, that also included apprentices, young students who are introduced to the arts via the training offered by SCLT. “[Apprentices are exposed to the arts] through our music program, through our acting programs, technical programs, all different areas of it,” explained Kalmus when introducing the Troubadours.

The event, funded with a generous grant from the C.V. Town Council and donations from supportive patrons, put Shakespeare “right in the neighborhood, for a lot of people to just walk to,” explained council director Sharon Hales.

“We’re doing [Shakespeare in the Park] really to give the families and the people of Crescenta Valley an enjoyable evening that enriches their lives with the arts,” added council director Evan Wilson.

The evening was indeed an enjoyable, and popular, one as about 600 people arrived with picnic blankets and baskets to watch Shakspeare’s characters get entangled in a web of love. “The romantic dialogue between Benedick and Beatrice was a lot more pithy than in general Shakespeare but it was a perfect match for a hot summer night,” commented attendeee Karen Carlson. 
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Two Strike Park only added to the romantic and realistic atmosphere of the play. Some of the characters skipped through the crowd in joy, hugged audience members, and even held some of their private conversations behind the privacy of a tree. “The outdoor, natural feel covered the entire production with additional realism and entirely removed the fourth wall,” said audience member Rio Fischer.

The show ended to the tumultuous applause by the audience. Enthusiam from last year’s production (A Midsummer Night’s Dream) spilled into this year, securing future performances. Hales said, “It has just generated tons of community excitement to have this become a tradition in our area.”
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